Questions and Answers for International Border Camp

(Updated May 2, 2005) 

Camp Dates  July 24-30, 2005

1. What is Colegio La Esperanza?  Colegio La Esperanza is a Kindergarten, Elementary school and High School founded by the Americas Foundation   http:://www.americasfoundation.net
2. also see http://christine.americasfoundation.net/album_03-04/ 

3. Where is Colegio La Esperanza?  http://www.americasfoundation.net/map.htm
4. What do I need to bring?  Sleeping bag and mat or air mattress, pillow, comfortable play clothes for the kids, toiletries (eg:towels, shampoo, soap etc.), medications, warm evening campfire attire, rain poncho, sun screen, straw hat, sun glasses, bathing suit, hats, bug repelant, flashlight, reading material, day pack for outings.  Dance/stretching/exercise clothes.  Please do NOT bring, valuables, jewelry, large sums of cash etc… Please refrain from bringing boom boxes and we ask that game boy time is limited to free time.

5. What are the accommodations like? There are two Jim Hubbell designed campuses within walking distance of each other. The secondary campus includes a garden area, dance studio, sports field and dining hall. Housing will be in the elementary campus.  We will be sleeping in rather sparse classrooms on hard cement floors which is why you need the air mattress!  Bathrooms are readily available right next to the classrooms.  There is a shower.  Hot water? There is no air conditioning.

6. What's the Security like?  The elementary school where we will be housed is a walled in lockable space.  (Christine, please fill in with your input on the area)  

7. What if someone gets sick?  Fortunately we are only 1-2 hours away from the US depending on the border crossing.  There will be an insured car available to drive you and your family across the border at all times.  Just as in any travel in a foreign country, if you have an urgent emergency you may need to access local services.  The _ hospital is _ minutes away from the school.  We will have a first aid kit on each campus for minor injuries.  Many of the staff are first aid and CPR certified (?)

8. Can we drink the tap water?  No, bottled water will be provided.  Tap water is not actually unsafe.  It just is very “heavy water” with a lot of minerals (particles)

9. Who will be teaching these classes? Teachers from Esperanza school will be offering a variety of classes.  There will be teaching artists from YOUNG AUDIENCES and the US joining us as well.

10. What will the food be like?  Delicious Mexican food prepared by Esperanza's local cook.  Vegetarians will be accomodated. For special food needs please note these on the registration packet.

11. Will we interact with the local community? Yes, local children and their families will take part in camp activities. (?)

12. What does the $30.00 daily fee include? Food, water, teaching staff, activities, supplies, fun.

13. What will our day be like?  All activities listed below are optional  See brochure for classes offered.

HypotheticalCampers day:    
Wake up,  Mexican Breakfast

 


Morning Dance/Yoga

Get ready and head up for breakfast.

Morning session 1  

Break

Morning session 2

Lunch

Afternoon session

Free time/play

Dinner and evening activity/performance

Parents day:
Wake up




Morning Yoga 




Breakfast




Classes offered, volunteer opportunities, free time.




Lunch




Classes offered, volunteer opportunities, free time

Before dinner, parents supervise childrens free play

Dinner & evening activity/performance

14. Will there be opportunity to explore Tijuana?  Friday evening will be a cultural outing in Tijuana

15. Will we travel south of Tijuana? No, we won't have time or tansportation.  If this is your first time to Baja, it will be a good opportunity to talk to locals about favorite spots to visit in the area.

16. What's the transportation?  Carpool from Chula Vista Trolley station?  Purchasing Mexican auto Insurance is sometimes advised. We will probably have at least one VAN leaving from the H ST. trolley on Sunday afternoon and returning the following Saturday.  

17. Will my cell phone work in Tijuana?  Check with your service provider.  Some do some don’t.

18. Is there phone or Internet access?  Phone is available for emergencies.  Yes, there is cable internet at the school.

19. How will all levels of Spanish be accommodated?  In most classes mostly Spanish will be spoken.  There will be a buddy system where one Spanish speaking child will be paired with one English Speaking child to help each other learn the other’s language.  There will be a language learning session each day

20. Who can I contact  for more information

   Stephanie Jennings  email: sjagitator@ucsd.edu 
tel  619-237-8870

Merrill De Graff  email  mailto:lamariposa5@juno.com
Christine Brady email:  cebrady2@cox.net
tel 619 585 -9009

Hilliard Harper, Director Young Audiences emailto:mailto:hilliard_yasd@sbcglobal.net
     Tel:  619/282-7599

Application http://christine.americasfoundation.net/camp/application.doc
